
Capt. Edgar C. Chapman, Jr., Supply Corps, USN (Ret) died at home on 
November 13, 2010. He was 85 years old. He will be remembered by his 
family and friends as a loving husband, father, grandfather, great 
grandfather, and as a Coronado community leader and volunteer. 
   Ed was born in Los Angeles in 1925. He served in the Navy for more than 
30 years, from 1943 to 1973. He first lived in Coronado from 1947 to 1950 
when he was an ensign on a destroyer home ported in San Diego. His career 
included sea duty and overseas tours in the Pacific area and more than nine 
years at various Navy and Department of Defense headquarters activities in 
Washington D.C. For service in the Office of the Secretary of Defense from 
1968 to 1972 he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. 
   Following his Navy career he worked at Teledyne Ryan Aeronautical in 
San Diego for more than thirteen years, including 3-1/2 years as Vice 
President over Contract Administration and Pricing, Procurement, and Sub 
Contracting. 
   Ed was well known and respected for his many volunteer activities in 
Coronado. He served six years each on the City's Parks and Recreation 
Commission and the Coronado Library Board of Trustees; on other City 
committees for the planning and construction of a new golf course club 
house, the library expansion, and the community center; assisted teachers in 
their classrooms at Coronado High School and Village Elementary; was a 
member and past president of both the Optimist Club of Coronado and 
Coronado Men's Golf Club (Ed was an avid golfer); and many other 
activities too numerous to mention. In March 1997 he was awarded the 
Harry T. Jenkins Memorial Award by the Coronado Chamber of Commerce 
in recognition of his many services to Coronado and its residents. 
   He attended the University of Texas where he met Sibyl Marie Smith of 
Bryan, Texas. They were married from 1946 to 1980 when she died of 
cancer. They had two daughters, Catherine and Dianne, four grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren. Both Cathy and Dee were born at a small 
Naval hospital on the North Island Naval Air Station. 
   In 1981 he married Elizabeth Schmit Keehn, the widow of Capt. Robert 
Keehn, JAGC, USN(Ret). Through Betty, Ed gained four more daughters, 
Susan, Mary, Robin and Anne, and their families including eleven 
grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. 
   He tried to live his life in accordance with the Optimist Creed: 
 
 Promise Yourself: 
   To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
   To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 



   To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
   To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come 
true. 
   To think only the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the 
best. 
   To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your 
own. 
   To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements 
of the future. 
   To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature 
you meet a smile. 
   To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no 
time to criticize others. 
   To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too 
happy to permit the presence of trouble. 
 
   A memorial celebration of Ed's life was held at the Coronado Community 
Center November 22, 2010. His ashes will be scattered at sea off of Pt. 
Loma. In lieu of flowers, his family requests a donation be made to the 
Optimist Club of Coronado, San Diego Hospice, the Coronado Library or 
the Coronado Recreation Department. 


