
Charles McKinley Smith ‘49 

Captain Charles M. Smith, USN (Ret.) of Lancaster, VA, died 4 October 2009. 

Charles was born in Brooklyn, NY, to Edna and Charles M. Smith. He was an avid musician 
throughout high school, and in woodworking class he built a sea-worthy kayak which he believed 
was an early sign of his love for the sea. 

After high school, he attended the Admiral Farragut Naval Academy. While awaiting his 
appointment to the Naval Academy, he began the Line Officer training program at Middlebury 
College in Vermont.   

After graduation from the Naval Academy, his career began with the Supply Corps in Bayonne, 
NJ. He served on the destroyer USS Saufley before being assigned to the Boston Naval Shipyard 
as the traffic officer. After completing transportation school in Oakland, CA, he was transferred to 
the Military Sealift Command in Norfolk, VA. In 1955, Charles was sent to Bremerhaven, 
Germany to ensure the care of Navy ships.  

The job he enjoyed most was on the USS Hyades, a mobile replenishment ship which made runs 
to the Mediterranean carrying food for members of the Sixth Fleet. He was proud of the speed 
and efficiency records broken while serving on the USS Hyades. 

Charles was then named Commanding Officer of the Navy Transportation Command; this suited 
him well for his next job in Saigon as the Navy logistics officer. 

After duty in Vietnam, he returned to Norfolk to serve in the Land-Air-Freight division; he also 
became the security officer assigned to safeguard supplies.  

His last assignment was in Washington, D.C. as Deputy Commander of the Military Sealift 
Command. He retired in July 1977 to live in Lancaster, VA. 

Charles was awarded numerous medals throughout his career, including the Navy 
Commendation Medal and the Meritorious Service Medal.  

In retirement, he was a former officer in the American Legion and was a member of the 
Northern Neck Humane Society. 

He is survived by his daughter, Kristen S. Harrell and her husband, Jerry of Norfolk, VA, and 
brother, Gerald and his family in Connecticut. He was predeceased by his sons Charles M. Smith 
and Steven L. Smith.  

Burial with full military honors will take place on 30 December 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Arlington 
National Cemetery.  

To honor Charles’ memory, please consider donating to the Animal Welfare League Inc. of the 
Northern Neck, P. O. Box 975, White Stone, VA  22578. 


