
Diana Wilson 

 
Wilson, Diana age 56 of Milwaukee WI, passed away quietly at home after a long battle with 

bone (from breast) cancer, on Tuesday August 18, 2015. She was born to the late Laverne 

Hansen and Anna Hansen on 19 March 1959. Diana had a distinguished 30 year career in the 

U.S. Navy, highlighted by tours on five Navy ships, and rising up the ranks from Seaman Recruit 

to Commander. She was one of the very first women to serve on a U.S. Navy ship, USS Vulcan 

AR-5, alongside men in 1978-79. She began her career at the Naval Training Center, Orlando 

Florida in 1977, and retired as Assistant Contracts Director at Naval Air Warfare Center - 

Orlando Training Systems Division in 2008, earning numerous Meritorious Service and 

Commendation medals along the way. During her Naval career, she made the time to earn a 

Bachelor degree from Hawai'i Pacific University, as well as Masters degrees from The George 

Washington University and Troy State University. One of Diana's passions was horticulture and 

landscaping, and after retirement she earned the title of Florida Master Gardener through the 

University of Florida IFAS Extension and 2 years of coursework at Valencia College in Orlando. 

She was very active and loved being outdoors, and she adored her three cocker spaniels. Above 

all, Diana's passion was the spending time with her family and many friends, traveling, and 

mentoring through her example of hard work and education, a legacy that will last for many 

generations. She was always there for her family and friends, and was a rabid Green Bay Packers 

fan. Diana is survived by her mother, three brothers and three sisters, her husband Rick Wilson, 

her three sons, and ten grand children. She also leaves behind many caring relatives and friends. 

She will be a Guardian Angel for them all. Diana's Memorial Service will be held at the Camelia 

Room of Leu Gardens at 12:00 on August 25, an Oak tree will be named in her honor there at the 

gardens. She will be interred at Arlington National Cemetary sometime in early 2016. The family 

wishes to thank all of those who have prayed and cared for her over the past nine months. 

Donations may be made online to Metavivor.org, an organization dedicated to using 100% of 

donations for metastatic cancer treatment research. 
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