
Adapted from obituary for CDR Thomas Gernentz from the local paper of Bandera TX 
 
 Thomas Joseph Gernentz  passed away April 8, 2010.  
 
Tom was born in Edinburg in the Year of Our Lord, October 11, 1944, the youngest of 
four brothers, Glenn, Jack and Jimmy.  
 
Tommy Joe – as he was known growing up – was raised by his three older brothers and 
his mother, Mary Ellen, after his father passed away early in his life. Tommy Joe’s 
three brothers made a pact that there younger brother would not have to work on the 
dairy farm, but would be able to play sports and have as normal a childhood as 
possible. This unselfish pact gave Tommy Joe an opportunity to play baseball and 
football for Edinburg High School. He graduated from EHS in 1962. 
 
Because of his brothers’ hard work and sacrifice, Tom excelled in sports and received a 
full football scholarship to the University of Wyoming, where he met his future wife 
and best friend, Stacey. 
 
During the 1966-1967 school year, Tom became the university’s starting left middle 
linebacker in the number one-ranked defense in the nation. His college football career 
culminated in the Sun Bowl Championship victory.  
 
After graduating in 1968, Tom joined the United States Navy and trained to be a pilot, 
earning his “Wings of Gold” in 1970. Tom served in the Navy for 24 years, retiring as 
a full commander. Tom switched to the Supply Corps and served on several ships 
including the USS MIDWAY while she was homeported in Yokosuka.  He also served 
at the Aviation Supply Office and he was the Commanding Officer of the Navy 
Regional Finance Office, Jacksonville, FL. 
 
After retiring, he moved to a 100-acre hay farm in Bandera, Texas, and as he often said, 
“started working his tuckus off.” As he soon discovered, farming is not a 9 to 5 job. 
 
Tom is survived by his wife of 42 years, Stacey; two sons, Thomas-Chris and Ryan; 
two older brothers, Glenn and Jimmy; and four grandchildren, Stephanie, Cooper, 
Thayne and Paige. Tom was a funny, kind, generous, giving, dedicated and beautiful 
husband and father. He will be missed everyday for the rest of our lives. We love you." 


