
Dr. Arthur Charles Meiners, Jr. (Age 83) 

CDR, SC, USN (Ret.) 

  

Of Burke and Fairfax, VA, peacefully passed on to a better place Dec 5, 2017 at home with his 

family by his side after a brave fight from pneumonia and rapidly-progressing pulmonary 

fibrosis. Born in Kansas City, MO, he is the son of the late Arthur Charles Meiners and Helen 

Leonard and husband of the late Ellen O’Hern Meiners. He is survived by his loving children 

Sharon, Kevin and Maureen (Houtchens), daughter-in-law Denise, as well as grandchildren 

Sarah Houtchens and Zachary and Danielle Meiners. He is also survived by his two older sisters 

in Kansas City, MaryEllen Watson and Janet Watson, sister Barbara Sharkey (deceased), and 

scores of nieces and nephews. 

  

A graduate of Lillis HS and Rockhurst College (’56), Art embarked on a brilliant Navy career 

with many highlights, including duty at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba during the Bay of Pigs where he 

continued to serve at “GITMO” while his family was evacuated. Art later served as Contracting 

Officer at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard from 1964-1967 and then as Supply Officer of USS 

Guadalcanal (LPH7). There after he became the Director of Purchase Operations for the Naval 

Supply Systems Command in Washington, D.C. In 1970, Art became one of the very few Naval 

Officers ever to be selected to pursue a PhD in Business Management, which he attained from 

George Washington Univ. in 1974. Following graduation, Art was confronted with making a 

difficult choice between his family and his Naval career. Surprising no-one who knew Art well, 

he chose to forsake likely additional Navy promotion in favor of his family; rather than become 

Supply Officer of an aircraft carrier and moving his family, Art instead became the 

Business/Financial Manager at the Naval Systems Command. In 1977 he retired after 20 years of 

distinguished service as a Navy Commander. Art then worked for Advanced Technology/PRC 

Corp. (1977-1987)/PRC, Inc. (1987-1992). Some highlights from those years include serving as 

Principal Engineer and Asst. Group Manager of the Applied Management Group, Senior 

Consultant regarding Weapons Systems Acquisition, Division General Manager, and at the 

request of the Secretary of the Navy, taught Acquisition Streamlining for major Navy-buying 

organizations in Washington, D.C. and throughout the country. During this time, Art was also an 

adjunct professor at The George Washington University and Marymount University. Following 

retirement from PRC, Art taught full-time at Marymount University (1988-2013), became 

Associate Dean School of Business (1990-1999), and authored a textbook published in 1994. Art 

turned down further advanced administration duties in order to devote himself to his real passion, 

teaching in the classroom, and retired as Professor Emeritus. 

  

A devout Catholic his whole life, Art volunteered his time and talents to many church 

organizations through-out his lifetime, even sharing his faith with youth at the Juvenile Detention 

Center in recent years. Art loved reading, watching the Washington Redskins, and particularly 



enjoyed card games; he was organizing and playing in several weekly poker and bridge groups 

until just recently. Art was always a devoted family man and friend, and words cannot express 

how deeply his warmth, wit and wisdom will be missed. Our loss is Heaven’s gain.  

  

Friends may visit from 5:00 to 8:00 pm on Thursday, December 14 at Fairfax Memorial Funeral 

Home, 9902 Braddock Rd. Fairfax, VA 22032. A memorial mass will be celebrated at 11:30 am 

on Friday, December 15 at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, 3700 Old Lee Hwy. Fairfax, VA 

22030. Interment with full military honors will be held at Arlington National Cemetery at a later 

date. 

  

http://www.fairfaxmemorialfuneralhome.com/obituary/Arthur-C.-Meiners-Jr./Fairfax-

Virginia/1768221 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9902+Braddock+Rd.+Fairfax,+VA+22032&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3700+Old+Lee+Hwy.+Fairfax,+VA+22030&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3700+Old+Lee+Hwy.+Fairfax,+VA+22030&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.fairfaxmemorialfuneralhome.com/obituary/Arthur-C.-Meiners-Jr./Fairfax-Virginia/1768221
http://www.fairfaxmemorialfuneralhome.com/obituary/Arthur-C.-Meiners-Jr./Fairfax-Virginia/1768221

