
ROBERT SHERIDAN THURLOW 
 
  LCDR Robert S. Thurlow USN (Ret.), died 30 March 2020 at age 74. “Bob” was born 
on VJ Day to William and Elizabeth Osborne Thurlow. He grew up in Annapolis, 
delivering newspapers with his cocker spaniel and playing baseball. He was a proud 
Eagle Scout. At Annapolis HS, he played soccer, managed lacrosse, and led the wrestling 
team to an undefeated season his senior year. Bob won a congressional appointment to 
the Naval Academy and graduated in 1967 with honors. He loved wrestling and lacrosse. 
He married Annapolis native Margie Hyde on 9 June 1967 in the Naval Academy 
Chapel. 
  Bob started his career as a surface warfare officer, deploying twice to Vietnam on USS 
Newport News. He was proud of being the wrestling champion (165 lbs.) in the WestPac 
fantail smoker. He served as XO of the USS Green Bay and raced the winter ice to exit 
the Great Lakes during her commissioning cruise and transit to San Diego. His next 
station was Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit Five, USNR Baltimore.  Then he attended 
Navy Supply Corps School in Athens, GA and graduated in the upper 5%.  He was 
department head on USS Somers in Pearl Harbor, responsible for total logistics and 
crew support services of the guided missile ship. As Assistant Department Head at NAS 
Barbers Point, HI, he implemented an online computer system to obtain repair parts 
which reduced aircraft down time to a record low.  He also developed a hydrant system 
to reduce fuel service delay by half.   
  Bob earned M.S. degrees in Petroleum Management (University of Kansas) and 
Systems Management (USC). He was Officer-in-Charge at the Navy Fuel Detachment in 
Tsurumi, Japan. Then he became Fuel Director at the Naval Supply Depot in Yokosuka, 
Japan and was responsible for distribution of all military fuel in Japan.  He served at 
CentCom and deployed to the Mideast, coordinating US military petroleum policies and 
actions in the Middle East. He personally negotiated a joint military exercise contract 
with the Egyptian government. His twilight tour as Fuel Director at the Naval Supply 
Center in Pearl Harbor was managing the world’s largest single military petroleum 
terminal. Military awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy 
Commendation Medal, and Navy Achievement Medal.   
  After retiring from the USN, Bob earned a J.D. from University of Kansas.  He 
practiced law for 25 years in New Smyrna Beach, FL, where he was Chamber of 
Commerce and Kiwanis Club President and Utilities Commission Chairman.   
  Bob was known for his sharp wit and sense of humor.  His dependability, loyalty and 
keen sense of duty and ethics made him a great colleague and fostered lifelong 
friendships. He returned often to Annapolis and Hawaii. He loved dogs. Survivors 
include his wife of 52 years, Marjorie; 2 children, Robert and Marjorie; and 5 
grandchildren, Robert, Maggie, Frannie, Barry and Ellie. 
 
A celebration of life will be announced at a later date. Condolences may be made online 
at www.settlewilderfuneralhome.com 
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