
Henry F. Trione -- died peacefully at his Santa Rosa home on February 12, 2015, following a 

brief illness. 

Henry was born June 11, 1920 in Fortuna, CA, to Catherine and Vittorio Trione. The family 

moved to Berkeley, CA. where Henry attended elementary school but returned in the Depression 

years to Fortuna where he attended high school and worked in his father's bakery. 

 

After graduation and a year at Humboldt State College, he transferred to UC Berkeley where he 

earned a degree in business administration. In early 1942 he enlisted in the Navy Supply Corps 

and spent much of World War II as a supply officer in the Aleutians Islands and at the Alameda 

Naval Air Station where he met Madelyne, his wife of 56 years. 

 

They were married in 1946 and, in 1947, after son Victor was born, moved to Santa Rosa where 

their second son, Mark, was born and where Henry established Sonoma Property Loan Co., 

which became Sonoma Mortgage, a firm that merged into Wells Fargo Mortgage in 1968. 

 

In 1960, Henry became a partner in the new Oakland Raiders football team, subsequently 

collecting an AFC championship ring and three Super Bowl rings. 

 

In 1961 he founded Empire College which has a current enrollment of 650 business students and 

100 law students. 

 

Always an enthusiastic horseman, his love for polo began in the mid-1960s and led to his 

selection as governor of the Pacific Coast Circuit and his eventual induction into the National 

Polo Hall of Fame. He was the founder of the Santa Rosa Polo Club, now Wine Country Polo, 

and the Wild Oak Saddle Club in the 1970s. 

 

Henry served on many community and business-related boards and was active in many 

philanthropic organizations. As a trustee for the Navy Memorial Foundation in 2002 he was 

instrumental in establishing the Lone Sailor Memorial at the north end if the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 

 

He was the driving force in the establishment of Annadel State Park and served as chairman and 

later chairman emeritus of the California State Park Foundation. He was also at the forefront of 

the philanthropic purchase of what is now known as the Wells Fargo Center for the Arts. 

 

In 1982, with his sons, he purchased Geyser Peak Winery, bringing new life to a historic label. 

He sold it to Fortune Brands in 1998. 

 

As past president of the Sonoma Country Trail Blazers, he thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie 

of the annual rides as well as the seasonal gatherings at the family duck hunting club near 

Colusa. 

 

Predeceased by his wife Madelyne, who died in 2002, and by his parents and his sister, 

Rosemarie Biggi, Henry leaves his devoted wife, Eileen; his sons and daughters-in-law, Victor 

and Karen Trione, and Mark and Cathy Trione; his grandchildren and their spouses, Hank 

Trione, Denise and Kris Hicks, Sally and Josh Grigg, V. Henry Trione and Madelyne Trione; 



eight great-grandchildren, and his stepsons and their wives, Jim and Kellye Ryan, John and 

Karen Ryan, and Kevin and Martha Ryan. 

 

A private service will be celebrated to be followed by a public Celebration of Life at 2:30 p.m. 

on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at the Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs 

Road, Santa Rosa. 

 

Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be made to the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital Foundation, 

1154 Montgomery Drive, suite 1, Santa Rosa, CA 95405 or to Catholic Charities, PO Box 4900, 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 or a charity of choice. 

- See more at: http://www.danielschapeloftheroses.com/obituary/Henry-Trione/Santa-Rosa-

CA/1480785#sthash.8lGFFfjQ.dpuf 

 


