
Dean Robert Williams1920 -2013  

Dean Robert Williams died at age 92 on the first day of spring, March 20th, 2013, just two weeks shy of his 
68th wedding anniversary. He was born in Ogden, Utah on November 4, 1920 to Thomas Francis and 
Grace Dean Williams. He married Carol Jean "Kelly" Schrader in 1945 in Bremerton, Washington. They 
were later sealed in the Salt Lake LDS Temple. He was educated in the Ogden public schools, finishing 
high school at age 16, and then graduated from Weber Jr. College (1939), Brigham Young University (BS 
1941), and Harvard Business School (MBA 1948) which he attended on the GI bill. 

He served in the U.S. Navy during World War II as supply officer aboard the USS San Francisco in the 
Pacific, and at the Puget Sound Navy Yard in Bremerton, Washington where he met and courted Kelly. He 
remained active in the Naval Reserve, retiring in 1980 with a rank of Captain.  

Dean worked for the ZCMI department stores from 1948 to 1977 in accounting and finance and served as 
Secretary-Treasurer, Vice-President of Finance, and Director. He supervised the site acquisition, building, 
and start-up of the ZCMI stores at the Cottonwood Mall, Valley Fair Mall, University Mall in Provo, and 
he acquired the site for the South Towne Mall. 

From 1977 to 1986, with his son, Tom, he owned and operated Turf Equipment Co., the intermountain 
distributor for Toro lawn and snow products. He was named "Mr. Toro" in 1983, recognizing him as the 
top Toro distributor in the U.S. He was a 

 High Priest in the LDS Church having served as a bishop, bishop's counselor, and stake high councilor. 
Since 1992 he spent much of his time doing family history data entry for the church, abstracting over 
100,000 names. From 1987 to 1989, he and Kelly served an LDS mission as directors of the Newel K. 
Whitney Museum and Visitors Center in Kirtland, Ohio.  

Dean is survived by his beloved wife Kelly; sons Thomas (Susan), Scott (Alice), and Peter Williams; 
daughter Holly Schelin (Evan); his brother and best friend William A. Williams, all of Salt Lake City. He 
was the proud grandpa to eleven grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by 
his brother Frank N. Williams.  

The family is grateful to Diane Skinner, Colleen Filbert, Whitney Larsen, Dr. Jason Hamula and all the 
other helpers who provided love and care to Dean. 

His funeral service will be held at noon on Monday March 25th at the Monument Park 17th Ward (2795 
Crestview Drive, in Salt Lake City). Friends may visit from 6 to 8 p.m. on Sunday March 24th at Larkin 
Sunset Lawn, (2350 East 1300 South) or at the church on Monday before the service from 10:30 until 
11:45. Interment will be in the Salt Lake City Cemetery. Condolences can be shared with the family at 
www.larkinmortuary.com    	  	  


